


Lead sponsor

Silver sponsor

Presented by

And thank you to all our virtual sponsors!



Speical thanks to all our 
contributors

Acknowledgments

OBHS Board of Directors,  
Executive Committee

About the OBHS

OBHS Board of Directors,  
Members at Large

OBHS Staff

OBHS Contributors

Royal Ontario Museum 
Jamaican Canadian Association
A Different Booklist 
Nile Valley Books 
Knowledge Bookstore 
Bravo Niagara 
Nia Centre for the Arts 
Amherstburg Freedom Museum 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin Historic Museum & the 
Ontario Heritage Trust
Canada Post
Royal Canadian Mint 
DDB Canada — #BlackedOutHistory 
Hymn to Freedom Project
Guelph Black Heritage Society
Buxton National Historical Site and Museum

The OBHS is funded in part by the Ministry 
of Heritage, Sport, Tourism, and Culture 
Industries.

President: Natasha Henry 
First Vice-President: Channon Oyeniran
Second Vice-President: Mawuli Chai
Treasurer: Dorothy Abbott
Secretary: Kurt Lewin a.ka. Amani Ausar

The Ontario Black History Society (OBHS) is a registered Canadian charity, dedicated to the study, 
preservation and promotion of Black History and heritage. The Society aims to encourage public 
interest in Black History through the:

• Recognition and documentation of the contributions of peoples of African descent and their 
collective histories, past and present, through education, research and collaboration

• Development and support of educational initiatives and exhibits

• Inclusion of Black History material in school curricula

Paulette Kelly
Linda Carter
Paul Evans
Vernon Hendrikson
Spider Jones
Dwayne Genus
Honourary Director: Sarah Houston

Manager: Michele-Ann Halsall
Sales Co-ordinator: Pamella Houston
Writer: Jordyn Gibson
Student Interns: Jada Wright and Danielle 
Kumkum

Promotional Graphics & Cover Design: Mark 
Stoddart 
Event Documentary: Lawson Productions 
Video Editing: Makeblv - Matthew Pompey 
Livestream: CMJ Entertainment 
Event e-Program Book: Adam Ali

01  President’s Message

05  Greetings

10  History: Who We Are!

12  #BlackedOutHistory Campaign

18  Member Spotlight

26  Amherstburg Freedom Museum Virtual Tour

29  Entertainment

37  OBHS Membership Form

https://www.rom.on.ca/en
https://jcaontario.org/
https://www.adifferentbooklist.com/
https://www.nilevalleybooks.ca/
https://www.knowledgebookstore.com/
http://www.bravoniagara.org/
https://niacentre.xinspire.com/
https://amherstburgfreedom.org/
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/properties/uncle-toms-cabin
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/properties/uncle-toms-cabin
https://www.canadapost.ca/cpc/en
https://www.mint.ca/store/template/home.jsp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GKm7wQjpuac
https://www.hymntofreedom.ca
https://www.guelphblackheritage.ca/
http://www.buxtonmuseum.com/


1 2| |

President’s Greeting
History is who we are.

The Ontario Black History Society, our 
wonderful communities, our precious 

families, and our resilient selves. The OBHS 
embarks on our 43rd year as stewards of 
Black history and despite the circumstances, 
we continue the treasured tradition of 
commemorating Black History Month.

This year however, we mark our 33rd annual 
observance of Black History Month in a 
different way, as a virtual event due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Our theme is History: 
Who We Are! The Ontario Black History 
Society is concerned with rich history of 
the experiences and contributions of Black 
Canadian – history of the past and history 
of the present. History is always in process. 
We continue the dedication of our founders 
and the long line of committed former board 
members and staff working collaboratively to 
document, preserve, and sharing our histories 
through various mediums. We proudly continue 
this stewardship, recording stories of history in 
the making in 2020, to capture the impacts of 
Black Lives Matter Movement and COVID-19 
on Black community members. 

This year instead of awards, we wanted to 
recognize organizations and individuals in the 
community who have dedicated resources 
and time to harness support for the Black 
community during the COVID-19 pandemic 
and to honour front line workers who have lost 
their lives.

During our Black History Month Kick-Off 
program, we spotlight the personal histories of 
four board members that represent different 
journeys and experiences in the African 
Diaspora. They graciously share their family 
genealogies and heritages.

We feature the Amherstburg Freedom Museum 
in a virtual tour. This organization was founded 
by Black community members to preserve 
heritage sites and local stories in Essex County. 
The OBHS was able to maintain and expand 
our working relationships during the COVID 
restrictions. We are pleased to be able to unveil 
two commemorative collection pieces, the 
2021 Canada Post Black History Month Stamp 
and a Royal Canadian Mint coin that recognizes 
Black history.  Through our community partners, 
we are airing two short films. The first is the 
Voices of Freedom Musical Short Film by Bravo 
Niagara that features the talented Blackburns 
and Measha Brueggergosman. The film honours 
the life and legacy of the remarkable Wilma 
Morrison. The second is a tribute film by the 
Hymn to Freedom Project.

Music and musical performances by a number 
of amazing artists are always a comforting and 
uplifting addition to our annual program.
 
We are excited to introduce our first Black 
History Month speaker’s series that will include 

an engaging conversation with film producer 
Cheryl Foggo and author Lawrence Hill, a Black 
heritage site panel with the Buxton Museum, 
Guelph Black Heritage Society, Amherstburg 
Freedom Museum, and Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Historic Site, and a delightful storytelling circle 
with Sandra Whiting.
 
Our virtual Black History Month Kick-Off 
event is part of our ongoing efforts to honour, 
preserve, and share Black histories and to 
ensure that young people and the wider public 
has access to learn about our rich stories. Last 
October, the OBHS launched our campaign 
#BlackOutHistory in partnership with DDB 
Canada to reassert the demand for mandated 
learning expectations on Black history in the 
Ontario curriculum. We developed our new 
website at the beginning of the new year which 
houses a wealth of resources.
 
In furthering our collaborative efforts to 
establish a Black history museum in Toronto, we 
had a soft launch of our museum campaign on 
Emancipation Day, August 1, 2020. The OBHS 
is committed to the establishment of a history 
and cultural institution that will be a legacy to 
our children, to the city of Toronto, the province 
of Ontario, and to the country. Learn how 
you can support and make a donation on our 
website.

“History is not everything, but it is a starting point. His-

tory is a clock that people use to tell their political and 

cultural time of day. It is a compass they use to find them-

selves on the map of human geography. It tells them where 

they are, but more importantly, what they must be.”
— John Henrik Clarke

Photo by Sofia Kirk Photography

https://blackhistorysociety.ca/donate/
https://blackhistorysociety.ca/donate/
https://blackhistorysociety.ca/donate/
https://www.sofiakirk.com/
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The OBHS team is phenomenal and I am so proud 
to volunteer with such committed individuals. 
Our board members, staff, volunteers, and 
interns have worked throughout the pandemic 
to help keep the OBHS open and operating. A 
heartfelt thank you to you all -
 

First Vice President: Channon Oyeniran

Second Vice President: Mawuli Chai

Treasurer: Dorothy Abbott

Secretary: Amani Ausar

Members at large: Paulette Kelly, Linda Carter, 

Paul Evans, and Dwayne Genus, Spider Jones, 

Vernon Hendrickson

Manager: Michele-Ann Halsall

Sales: Pamella Houston

Research assistant: Jordyn Gibson

Student Interns: Jada Wright, Danielle Kumkum
 
The Board would also like to express our 
gratitude to our OBHS members and friends 
for your continued support. To new friends 
and followers, please consider joining us as 
members and consider donating to the OBHS.  
A heartfelt thank you to the many OBHS 
members and members of the public for your 
donations.

The OBHS is sincerely grateful to our Lead 
Sponsor TD Bank for their ongoing and generous 
support and for their integral role in making 
this virtual Black History Month Kick-Off event 
happen. A special thank you to all of our virtual 
sponsors this year.
 
History is all encompassing. It anchors 
us, especially during times like this. The 
OBHS commends the many organizations 
and individuals who have undertaken 

remarkable efforts to preserve and disseminate 
the histories and heritages of Black peoples. We 
are proud to continue our service to community 
with our virtual Black History Month Kick-Off 
event that will broadcast on Sunday, January 
31, 2021 at 1pm on our YouTube channel, 
Ontario Black History Society.
 
 
 
Be well and stay safe,

Natasha Henry
President, OBHS



https://etfo.ca/buildingajustsociety/anti-blackracism/pages/anti-blackracism.aspx








                           

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  M A Y O R 
100 QUEEN STREET WEST, TORONTO, ONTARIO, M5H 2N2 

 

Message from the Mayor 
 

It gives me great pleasure to extend greetings and a warm welcome to everyone 
attending the Ontario Black History Society's virtual 2021 Black History Kick-Off: 
History…Who We Are! 
 
Like many things in our lives, this event has slightly changed its format, but its aim and 
purpose remain unchanged – the celebration and acknowledgement of Black History 
not only in Toronto but in Canada. 
 
In a time where we are tackling the impacts of the pandemic on our residents and 
businesses and continue to see the persistent presence of anti-Black racism, we rely on 
history, stories and experiences that become a crucial anchor for us. It teaches us, 
heals us, and, more importantly, bonds us to one another. 
 
This year, the Ontario Black History Society is honouring three organizations that are 
creating their own history and story. Each of them has demonstrated immense 
dedication and support to their community throughout these challenging times. 
 
Events like this, allow us to witness the true strength and vibrancy of our city. Through 
the Ontario Black History Society's work, we have a deeper understanding of the 
unparalleled contributions of the Black Torontonians to our thriving and successful city. 
 
So, thank you for putting this event on despite the ongoing pandemic and finding a way 
to virtually connect people to Black history and the month-long celebrations.  
 
On behalf of the Toronto City Council, I wish everyone an enjoyable and memorable 
event. Please accept my best and warmest wishes. 

 
Yours truly, 

 
John Tory 
Mayor of Toronto  
 



http://members.drps.ca/internet_explorer/career/index.asp
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The COVID-19 pandemic has strained the heritage sector, including the OBHS. Additionally, the 
Black community has been disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. With these unprecedented 
events happening simultaneously with the global reckoning of anti-Black racism sparked by the Black 
Lives Matter movement, it’s even more important to know HISTORY!
 
This history continues, from the past to the present, even amidst a pandemic. History anchors us, 
especially during times like this. Join us as we feature community recognition profiles, Black history, 
entertainment, museum tours and so much more.

Throughout February 2021, join us virtually for our Speaker Series that will include three evenings 
of dynamic conversations with a phenomenal range of speakers, including filmmaker Cheryl Foggo, 
author Lawrence Hill, storyteller Sandra Whiting, and a special panel with Black Heritage sites.

Feb 9, 18, & 23. Visit our website for 
registration information!

https://blackhistorysociety.ca/
https://blackhistorysociety.ca/
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https://www.visiontv.ca/
https://seiuhealthcare.ca/
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#BlackedOutHistory
OBHS PSA removes all of the non-Black history from a Canadian 
history textbook. Of the 255 pages, only 13 remain.

Black History is Canadian History.  
It deserves to be remembered.

How much Black History do Canadians 
actually learn in the classroom? That 

was the question that sparked a new public 
awareness campaign from the Ontario Black 
History Society. 
 
The campaign, titled #BlackedOutHistory, aims 
to show how little Black History students have 
access to under the current curriculum. To do 
this, the OBHS literally removed all of the non-
Black history from grade 8 history textbooks. 
Of the 255 pages in the book, only 13 remained. 
This startling fact was documented in a new 
PSA, being launched today by the organization. 
 
To spread the message even further, physical 
copies of the textbook have been sent to 
prominent political figures, including Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford, Ontario Minister of 
Education Stephen Lecce, as well as national 
figures, including Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. 
Included with those textbooks is a letter on 
behalf of the OBHS, explaining the issue in 
further detail, and demanding immediate action 
by the government.   
 
“The OBHS is launching this campaign to draw 
attention to just how little Black History is 
taught in Canadian schools and to elevate the 
demand of Black students and Black parents 
for the government to finally respond to the 
decades-long push to have Black history part of 
the mandated learning in Ontario,” says Natasha 
Henry, President of the Ontario Black History 
Society. “As part of government responses to 
calls to tackle anti-Black racism, the systemic 
exclusion of Black history from the curriculum 
across Canada must be addressed.”

View the #BlackedOutHistory campaign video here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GKm7wQjpuac
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https://www.unifor2002.org/
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The 2021 Black History Month Kick-Off 
honours community organizations

& the healthcare field

Front-line healthcare workers 
Jamaican Canadian Association (JCA) 

A Different Booklist 
Nile Valley Books 

Knowledge Bookstore

https://jcaontario.org/
https://www.adifferentbooklist.com/
https://www.nilevalleybooks.ca/
https://www.knowledgebookstore.com/
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https://cupe4400.org/
https://www.usw.ca/districts/6
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https://www.torontopolice.on.ca/careers/
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Channon Oyenrian

Co-Founder of Oyenrian Education Support 
(OyES); First Vice-President for the OBHS

Interested in Black History and eradicating 
racism in the Black community from an early 

age, Channon’s keen interest and passion in 
these areas, helped her realize that she must 
do all she could to educate others and raise 
awareness of the rich history of Black people. 
An enthusiast of reading, travel and writing 
poetry, Channon has an indescribable passion 
and thirst to not only know more about history; 
in particular—slavery (historical and modern), 
but to educate people on these issues and to 
assist in stopping it from continuing! 
 
An honours graduate, with a Bachelor’s degree 
in History and Caribbean Studies from the 
University of Toronto, a Master’s Degree in 
Slavery Studies from the University of Hull 
in the UK, a Certificate in Adult Education 
from George Brown College and currently 
undertaking her PhD at Queen’s University, 
Channon has expanded her knowledge and 
information about Black History and the issues 
that the Black community faces both locally, 
here in Canada and internationally.
 
Apart from participating in conferences and 
workshops relating to the Black experience and 
history in Canada, Channon is currently the first 
Vice-President for the Ontario Black History 
Society, where she helps the organization 
preserve, celebrate and spread the rich Black 
History of Ontario and Canada. 
 
Channon is the co-founder of Oyeniran 
Education Support (OyES), an educational 
organization created by herself and her husband 
and she continues to use these platforms to 
teach young people about Black History. 

member spotlight
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Dorothy Abbott

OBHS Treasurer

Dorothy Abbott is currently the volunteer 
Treasurer of the Ontario Black History 

Society (OBHS) where she has served on the 
Board since 2009. She has also spent many 
years as a volunteer with the Owen Sound 
Emancipation Festival where she has been a 
board member since early 2000. Family ties 
have kept her firmly rooted to this community 
since birth despite the distance between Owen 
Sound and her home town of Toronto. 
 
She is also the Producer of the North is 
Freedom photo exhibit created by Yuri Dojc 
which is currently on display at the Niagara 
Falls Museum which features descendants of 
families who came north via the UGRR.
 
And what started out as a hobby, an interest in 
genealogy and her family’s origins, developed 
into a passion to recognize and promote Black 
Canadian history as it is influenced and affected 
by our original African roots right through to the 
slave trade in the US, Caribbean, and Central & 
South America.
 
This has resulted in several exploratory trips to 
the southern USA and onward to islands such 
as St. Vincent, St. Lucia and others to trace her 
family tree. Plus, an earlier love of adventure 
took her family to many faraway places 
around the world for both work and play; all of 
which helped to broaden her knowledge and 
appreciation for the complexities we must deal 
with on a daily basis. 

member spotlight
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Linda V. Carter

Actress; Media Personality; Producer; OBHS 
Board Member at large

Linda V. Carter is the archetypical renaissance 
woman: a model, actress, fashion consultant, 

TV host, business owner, media consultant, 
director, producer, grandmother, and more.

Growing up in Toronto and experiencing 
multiculturalism at its global peak was an 
inspiration and guiding force for Linda’s life and 
career. Linda values world travel and considers 
it an important form of education.
 
In her long and illustrious (albeit challenging) 
career, Linda has accrued a multifaceted life of 
experiences. She has modelled in Paris, Rome 
and London, worked on many film and television 
roles, as well as numerous commercials in 
Toronto, Montreal, the Caribbean and locations 
across the globe. She is also a voiceover artist, 
has hosted her own talk show, presented 
fashion segments on CityLine, represented 
fashion lines on The Shopping Channel, and 
most recently, interviewed for radio at the 
Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF).
 
As a successful spokesperson and actress, 
Linda possesses a distinctive poise, effective 
selling manner, and great commercial appeal. 
Her easy manner, elegant bearing, and acute 
fashion sense make her a memorable presence 
in all media.

member spotlight
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Dwayne Genus

Author; Founder of ZIM, Black Family Network 
(BFN), & Genius Nation; OBHS Board Member 

at large

Dwayne Genus is a humanitarian at heart. 
A passionate advocate for the Black 

Community Dwayne has been committed to 
initiatives focused on restoring and enriching 
the lives of people. 

Over the last 25 years he has founded and 
sponsored programs such as ZIM, a youth 
mentorship program focused on engaging and 
guiding young men between the ages of 14—
18 years and the Black Family Network (BFN) 
a non-profit/grassroots effort to strategically 
drive unity among local Black families, bringing 
them together to form stronger communities. 
Dwayne has also held posts and membership 
with several leading Black organizations.

In 2012, Dwayne began penning his debut 
novel, An African Story. Dwayne has a keen 
interest in researching and telling true stories, 
especially those stories that provide insight 
into the rich experiences of people of African 
descent.
 
Currently Dwayne and his wife have founded 
Genius Nation, an online math tutoring 
program focusing on grades 3—12, which seeks 
to inspire young minds to be the innovators of 
tomorrow through a love of math.

member spotlight



http://www.nhihealthcare.com/
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Amherstburg 
Freedom Museum

The Amherstburg Freedom Museum is 
located in Amherstburg, Ontario, which 

was a chief entry point into Canada for those 
escaping enslavement in the US. Amherstburg 
resident Melvin “Mac” Simpson believed that 
social, economic and educational problems 
could be addressed more effectively by people 
with a greater self awareness and pride in 
their own history. He wanted to do something 
tangible to increase Black awareness, to help 
future generations claim and develop enhanced 
dignity, strength and purpose of being. He 
envisioned a means to educate the entire 
community.
 
In 1966, the pastor and members of the Nazrey 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, which 
included Mr. Simpson, raised money to build a 
museum hall attached to the church.
 
The Museum became incorporated in 1975. 
Funding from municipal, provincial and federal 
governments, individuals and local businesses 
allowed the construction of the current 
building, which opened on September 20, 1981, 
and recently underwent renovations to the 

permanent gallery and roof in 2019 thanks to 
the Ontario Trillium Foundation. Mac Simpson 
died January 1982, having added to the legacy 
of his people. 

The Church was given a new life in 1999, 
with major renovations to the interior, exterior 
and roof, and was designated the first Black 
National Historic Site in Canada. It has been 
preserved as part of the Amherstburg Freedom 
Museum and is a testament to the Underground 
Railroad and a symbol of freedom. 
 
More recently, the Amherstburg Freedom 
Museum launched its Freedom Achievers 
Program, which was a product of our 2017 
Amherstburg Freedom Summit that welcomed 
young persons of colour and asked them to 
discuss the challenges they face, but also 
solutions to create positive change. A prevailing 
suggestion was a mentorship program and 
speaker series, which is why we have created 
the Freedom Achievers Program. We have 
recruited professionals from a wide variety of 
fields and were thrilled to have our first guest 
speaker, Dwane Casey, Coach of the Detroit 
Pistons, help us launch the program on October 
12, 2019. Our goal is to demonstrate to youth 
that their aspirations are possible and the tools 
necessary are achievable. We continue to move 
forward with the spirit of Mac’s vision for the 
Museum and the community, and are grateful 
for this recognition from the Ontario Black 
History Society.
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Heritage Matters Live 
with Esi Edugyan

February 18 & 23
Recognize Black History Month with a free,  

virtual event featuring award-winning  
Canadian author Esi Edugyan. 

Program will include a virtual visit to Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin Historic Site.

Learn more and register today:  
heritagetrust.on.ca/hml

Presents

https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/index.php/pages/programs/heritage-matters-live-with-esi-edugyan


https://www.cultivate-self.com/
https://www.usw1998.ca/
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Unveiling the 2021 Canada Post 
Black History Month Stamp
This year we are showcasing two Black Canadian communities:

Willow Grove,  
New Brunswick

Established in 1817 by 
refugees from the War of 
1812 (most of whom were 
formerly enslaved in the 

United States).

Although the establishment of these communities was separated by almost a century, their stories 
have many similarities and highlight several lesser-known waves of Black immigration to Canada.

Visit www.canadapost.ca to learn more and to purchase these stamps.

Established around 1910 
by Black Americans fleeing 
racial hostility and violence 
in the United States.

Amber Valley, 
Alberta

https://www.canadapost.ca/cpc/en/home.page


https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/humber-college-international-womens-day-2021-virtual-forum-registration-130299891483
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https://www.peelpolice.ca/en/work-with-us/become-an-officer.aspx
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entertainment

Canadian 
National Anthem 
performance  
by William Leathers

William Leathers is an award-winning 
trumpet and piano player, currently 

based in New York City. Noted for “the 
sparkling clarity” of his trumpet solo, Leathers 
has performed with over half a dozen 
orchestras in his already-lengthy career. These 
include the Toronto Symphony and Toronto 
Youth Symphony Orchestras, the Mississauga 
Symphony and Mississauga Youth Orchestras, 
the Halton Symphony Youth Orchestra, the 
Curtis Summerfest Orchestra, the Juilliard 
Orchestra, and the Orchestra of the Royal 
Academy and Juilliard, in which he played 
principal trumpet at BBC Proms in 2019.

Born in Mississauga, Ontario, Leathers started 
playing the piano at 4 years old. Just five months 
later, he won his first competition, playing at a 
grade three piano level. At seven years old, he 
joined his elementary grade seven and eight 
jazz band, becoming the youngest pianist 
the band ever featured. At the same age, he 
started playing trumpet, studying with players 
Howard Leathers, Dr. Chris Cigolea, Guy Few, 
James Thompson and Christopher Martin. Five 
years later, at age 12, he became the youngest 
trumpeter to be accepted into the Toronto 
Symphony Youth and the Halton Mississauga 
Youth Orchestras. A passionate and committed 
musician, Steve Woomert, associate principal 
trumpet with the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, 
says of Leathers: “Carving out a career playing 
the trumpet is not an easy task. It’s very hard to 
get to a certain level of performance, and the 
competition is very fierce. But I know William, 
and he has dedicated his life to it.”

Leathers has performed across Canada, the 
U.S., the U.K., and the Caribbean, earning 
awards and accolades as he gained increased 
notoriety. In 2015, he won 1st place in the 
HMYO Concerto competition, as well as the 
MARTY Emerging Performing Artist Award. In 
2017, he earned the Ron Lenyk Inspiring Youth 
Arts Award and Scholarship, as well as the Lou 
Williamson Scholarship, given to the top high 
school jazz musician in the country. He was also 
the 2017 GTA’s Got Talent winner. After one 
public performance, Tammie Sutherland of City 
TV tweeted: “Under that amazing fro is one of 
the most talented 16-year-olds I’ve ever seen!”

In 2018, William was accepted into the Julliard 
School – only the fourth Canadian trumpet 
player to attend in the school’s history, and 
the first in 28 years. He is currently pursuing 
his Bachelor of Music, under the guidance of 
Christopher Martin. As a founding member 
of the brass quintet Brass22, William and the 
band recently participated in the celebration of 
the 60th anniversary of the Lincoln Center.

In February 2020, Leathers was chosen to play 
principal trumpet in Mahler’s 5th Symphony 
with the Juilliard Orchestra at Carnegie Hall. He 
is the proud recipient of Julliard’s 2020 Kovner 
Fellowship. 
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entertainment

Bolu Adefemi

A softspoken thirteen year old from Oshawa, 
Ontario, Canada - just outside of Toronto, 

Bolu Adefemi has been writing music since she 
was a child, using songwriting to explore the 
issues that touch her world. In the summer of 
2020, Bolu was invited to perform at a small, 
peaceful community demonstration supporting 
Black Lives Matter.
 
The plaintive, heartbreaking “Make It Right” 
asks “2020, what have you become…?” and 
goes on to ask, in the soft words of a child trying 
to understand what those many decades older 
than she find difficult to contemplate, “Why are 
people so cruel?” .  It goes on to touch on the 
conscience of the listener with the gentle call to 
action, “It’s time to make it right.”
 
Since then, Bolu has performed at two more 
Black Lives Matter themed community events 
in different cities. She was also asked to perform 
at the virtual 2020 Toronto Caribbean Festival, 

and was featured in an 
event by the town 

of Pickering.
 

Following a number of interviews and media 
features around the world, Bolu was connected 
to Dr Angela Sadler-Williamson, the cousin of 
the icon of human rights, Rosa Parks, who had 
heard about Bolu and her song.  Incredibly, 
Sadler-Williamson had just written a brand 
new children’s book - My Life With Rosie - A 
Bond Between Cousins.  The book was meant 
to inspire children to activism. Without ever 
having read it - Bolu was the embodiment of 
it’s message. Bolu was personally invited to 
perform for the international online launch 
party. 
 
When the founder of Universal Women’s 
Network saw the impact that Bolu was having on 
her community and in the world, she suggested 
the inspiring young singer be nominated for 
a 2020 Woman of Influence Youth Award. 
 
What does the young artist herself have to say 
about her musical journey? She says that her 
song is her hope for the world - not just about 
Black Lives Matter, but about First Nations and 
Aboriginal populations.

She hopes her musical message makes a 
difference. She says music calms her, too, 
in spite of the troubles of the world.  “When 
I play music I experience joy, connection and 
relaxation,” she says - and that is something 
that all of us could use a little more of in these 
difficult times.
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entertainment

Bravo Niagara! is a not-for-profit registered 
charity dedicated to creating extraordinary 

concert experiences in the Niagara Region. 
Founded in 2014 by mother-daughter team 
Christine Mori and Alexis Spieldenner, Bravo 
Niagara! is now entering its sixth season of 
featuring the world’s leading Canadian and 
international musicians, as well as the stars of 
tomorrow, in intimate Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
St. Catharines venues.
 
Programming spans a range of musical genres 
from classical to jazz, and we have presented 
such artists as James Ehnes, Molly Johnson, 
Measha Brueggergosman, Richard Bona, and 
more! Through significant initiatives such as 
the annual Voices of Freedom Festival, Bravo 
Niagara! fosters intercultural dialogue and 
education through the arts.
 

The Maples Blues Award-winning Blackburn 
Brothers, descendants of freedom seekers, 
and special guest Measha Brueggergosman 
give voice to Niagara’s significant history as a 
terminus of the Underground Railroad with 
powerful performances of spirituals and newly 
commissioned works. Experience the world 
premieres of the Blackburn Brothers’ Freedom 
Train and Sister Wilma shot on location in the 
Voices of Freedom Park (Niagara-on-the-Lake) 
and Nathaniel Dett Memorial Chapel BME 
Church (Niagara Falls). 
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entertainment

Nicole Chambers

Nicole Chambers is a Canadian songwriter 
making music that speaks of truth, love, and 

self growth. Raised by the sounds of gospel via 
church, Chambers never considered music as a 
career until a high school teacher encouraged 
her to pursue it, taking a leap of faith she 
went to college to study jazz. With a new set 
of refined technical and songwriting skills, she 
felt much more confident stepping into music, 
which is reflected on her debut EP How Could 
I Forget. Since then, Chambers has emerged 
onto Toronto’s R&B scene by collaborating with 
various producers and artists building a loyal 
community of fans around her music.
 
With her latest, Voice of a Virgo, she presents 
a body of work three years in the making. 
A dreamy, soul-filled ride influenced by the 

lyricism of Jill Scott and artistry of Erykah 
Badu, Chambers waxes and wanes about the 
rollercoasters of life and love. The ten-track 
project embodies the traditional sounds of 
classic R&B and, in true Virgo fashion, the artist 
kept tweaking it in a strive for perfection. Finally 
satisfied, she feels it’s a true reflection of who 
she is. Says the artist, “I know my ability to sing 
is a gift and I’m lucky to have it. Voice of a Virgo 
is like my inner spirit saying be true to you”.
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Legacy 2021: Resilience!

LEGACY 2021 celebrates resilient African-Canadians who have persevered during 
difficult times, odds and obstacles. In light of a world-wide pandemic, racial unrest 
and police brutality LEGACY Enterprises releases this poster with a message of 

endurance through hard times such as these.

Visit The Legacy Collexion to purchase your 2021 Black History Month 
poster and many others.

https://thelegacycollexion.com/
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https://iupat.on.ca/
https://goldblattpartners.com/
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https://obvc.ca/
https://www.carpenters.org/
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The Ontario Black History Society (OBHS) is a non-profit registered Canadian charity, 
dedicated to the study, preservation and promotion of Black History and heritage. 

We welcome you to join us as a member and appreciate your kind donations to help 
us provide events and services, throughout the year. Thank you! 

OBHS MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Students under 21  $15.00 
Seniors $15.00 
Individuals  $35.00 
Family  $50.00 
Organization/Corporation/Patron $100.00 

Name:________________________________ 
Address:_______________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
Province:_______________________________ 
Postal Code:_____________________________ 
Telephone:______________________________ 
Fax:____________________________________ 
E-mail:__________________________________

Payment Methods: 
Cheque Cash Money Order     VISA  MASTERCARD 
Online @ www.blackhistorysociety.ca/membership 

Credit Card#:_____________________________________ 
Expiry Date:_____________________________________ 

Donations: 

Donated Amount:____________________________________ 

Signature____________________________________ 

NOTE:  
The Ontario Black History Society is a registered Canadian charity able to provide you 
with tax receipts for donations (over $20). Memberships include quarterly newsletters, 
invitations to special events, AGM registration and eligibility for boards and committees. 

Ontario Black History Society - 402-10 Adelaide St. E Toronto, ON  M5C 1J3 
Telephone: 416 867-9420  email: admin@blackhistorysociety.ca  @obhistory
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https://www.rellablackhistoryfoundation.com/

